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Singing Round the Christmas Tree  
 

 

 

Why not take a break from the hectic run up to Christmas and come and join us for a traditional 
pre-Christmas celebration with fellow villagers.  This year our Christmas celebrations will take place 

on Monday 18 th  December at 7.00 pm.    
 

Musical accompaniment, courtesy of John Phillips and Gerry Kreibich.  Afterwards, refreshments will 
be provided by the Parish Council in the Midland Hotel.  
 

Thanks to Don Sturt of Cromford for supplying and erecting the tree.  
 

 

Matlock Bath Sports Area  
 

As residents are aware the sports area in the village is in need of a ómake-overô.  It has always been the intention of the 

Parish Council that the area would be renovated into a multi -use games area and so over the past few years the Parish 
Council has applied for grant funding to enable us to do this.  However, our applications have not been successful and 

our last application ï from Peak Leader ï was again unsuccessful.  We have, in the past, applied for grant funding from 

Sport England and they are now offering further grants to renovate worn out and tired sports facilities .  The Parish 
Council has agreed to re-apply next year.  However, we need your support.  The terms of grant funding are that the 

applicant needs to show support and a need for the facility.  Therefore, we need you to send us your comments  in 
support of renovating the area into a multi -use sports area.  Without sufficient support, t he grant application will fail.  

 
Without grant funding it is difficult for the Parish Council to renovate the area from parish funds.  Although we have 

ringfenced funding within our budget for the sports area, it simply is not enough to do even a minor renovation.  As you 

will also be aware, in the summer we rented out the facility, again to bring in extra funding to put towards a renovation 
project but we are still short and whilst we can carry on ringfencing funds and renting out the facility, the cost of the 

project increases so decisions need to be taken now. 
 

Please send your comments and messages of support to clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk      

Let There Be Winter Lighting  
 

You will remember from the Autumn Newsletter that we had applied for a Leader Grant to carry out various work in the 
village.  The bad news first ï we failed to get funding to carry out renovations to the sports area and  for work in 

Memorial Gardens.  However, we were awarded a grant of £21,738 for winter lighting and for signage and map lecterns.  
Unfortunately the permissions required to carry out some of the work will take some time but as you will hopefully have 

seen by now, we were able to order lights for the Memorial Gardens area and get them in place for this year.  Phase 2 
of the lights will be put in place next year ï an extension of the festoons along the riverside, cross river displays and 

lighting on some of the lampposts.  Please let us know what you think of the lights so far.  Your feedback is i mportant to 

us in various ways ï to feedback to the grant provi ders, in considering phase 2 and to plan for the futur e. 
 

We are grateful to Cllr Irene Ratcliffe for a contrib ution from DCC Communities Priorities Fund, Cllrs Garry Purdy and 
Joyce Pawley for a contribution from DDDC Local Projects Fund and a contribution from the Friends of Matlock Bath. 

 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

 

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Development Association CIC  

 

 

The Directors and Members of the CIC have continued to work on 
various things during the autumn and here is a brief outline of progress.  

 
Further details can be found on our website ï 

www.matlockbathda.gov.uk and our Facebook page - @mbdacic 
 

Destination Matlock Bath ï A new community Facebook page managed by the Association where anyone can post 
things of interest about Matlock Bath for residents, bu sinesses or visitors.  If you are a Facebook user, please follow this 

page and if you have something to share, please add it to the page.  

 
Heritage ï The Heritage Committee is continuing their work on a series of interpretation panels to be sited around th e 

village and linked with an app which can be downloaded and provide further information about the area.  
 

Communications  ï The Committee is developing the website, Facebook pages, have created the logo above and 

continue to look at ways to promote and adve rtise what the village has to offer . 
 

Frankenstein ï The project with Sheffield University continues to develop.  We have now been fortunate to be 
allocated two students to work on the project.  Seven organisations have offered to organise events around the theme 

and it is hoped to have a meeting with all interested parties in the New Year.  Currently we envisage the main óeventô 

taking place over a 9-day period in the Autumn.  Anyone thinking about getting involved, please get in touch.  
 

Historic England  ï You will remember in the Autumn Newsletter, we told you about our application to Historic England 
for the village to be designated a Heritage Action Zone.  Our joint application with DCC, DDDC, Marketing Peak District 

and Derbyshire and the Parish Council was up against stiff competition from around the country and was not successful. 
However Historic England were impressed with what we want to do in the village and are facilitating a conference in the 

Spring that will bring together all parties with an in terest in taking the aims and objectives of the Matlock Bath 

Development Association forward in a collaborative way. 
 

Green Man Trail  ï We have received agreement with DDDC that we can install in Derwent Gardens and along Loversô 
Walk a óGreen Man Trailô where a series of carved wooden faces will form a trail.  Those following the trail will require a 

question sheet.  The trail will be devised in co-operation with the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.  The Friends of Matlock Bath 

have very kindly given us a donation, but we still must secure the remaining funds before the work can start.  
 

Accessibility Survey ï We have been awarded a grant from Derwentwise to carry out an accessibility study of the 
village, all the public areas, parks, etc.  Once the survey has been carried out by Accessible Derbyshire, they will produce 

a leaflet that will be available both on line and in hard copy for residents, businesses and visitors.  An action plan will 
also be produced to highlight problem areas and this will inform the Deve lopment Association in all its future plans.  

 

New Members  -  We are looking for new members to join our team and help take the Association forward.  As you can 
see from all the above, we have a vast amount of work going on and there is much more we would like to do.  If you 

could assist in some small way, contact us via any of the below methods or talk to one of the Directors. 
 

 

Contact us:  
Telephone: 07914 420545  
E-mail: info@matlockbathda.co.uk   
Website: www.matlockbathda.co.uk  
Facebook:@mbdacic  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.matlockbathda.gov.uk/
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Pro Loco Art and Photography Comp etitions 2017  ï Cllr Lorraine Keeble  
 

What an exciting and creative time the village has had this Autumn!  This year, alongside the illuminations, the Art 

Competition, held in September and the Photography competition held in October produced beautiful work.  O nce again 
we were amazed at how much talent they attract in all age categories.  It seems with each year bo th competitions grow 

in popularity and standard.  

 

 
 

1st  Prize ï Jonathan Shepherd  

 

The Art Competition , now in its 3 8th year, took place first and attracted 

13 adult entries and 18 in the childrenôs categories.  We were delighted to 
see various media used to create some stunning work, all depicting 

scenes of Matlock Bath.  The entries were all displayed in the Pump Room 
of the Grand Pavilion on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th September when, 

as usual, we asked for the public to vote for their favourite wor k in each 

age category. 
 

This yearôs adult winner, together with all previous winners can be seen in 
the Conference Centre at Masson Mills.  Anyone wishing to see the 

exhibition can contact Masson Mills direct.  
 

 

1st Prize ï Jonathan Shepherd, 2nd Prize ï Stephen Allen, Joint 3rd Prize ï Sarah 
Parkin & John Buckland ï the 1st and 2nd prizes were sponsored by Sir Richard 

Arkwrightôs Masson Mill. 
 

Other prizes awarded included ï Most Creative and Innovative, Highly 
commended was awarded to Linda Hardy for her wonderful model of a couple on 

a bench.  The Parish Council award went to Ruth Gray who produced a 
mesmirising painting of the refreshment cabin in Pavilion Car Park during the 

illuminations.  

 
2nd prize went to Stephen Allen who produced an unusual street scene. 

 
 

Linda Hardy - Most Creative & 
Innovative  

  

 

  
 

Infants ï 1st  Prize -  Ellie  

 

 
 

Secondary ï 1st  Prize -  Issy Edwards  
 

 
 

Juniors ï 1st Prize ï Georgia Davies  

 

 

The Winners in the Childrens Categories are: 
 

Infants ï 1st Prize ï Ellie, 2nd Prize ï Maisie Swain, 3rd Prize ï Seth 

Juniors ï 1st Prize ï Georgia Davies, 2nd Prize ï Teddy Edwards, 3rd Prize ï Beatrice 
 

All of the entries received including the winning pictures can be found on our website ï 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 Pro Loco Art a nd Photography Competitions 2017  (cont)  
 

The Photography Competition , in its 8th year, was held later in the 

month with voting taking place, again in the Pump Room of the Grand  
Pavilion on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd October.  We had a bumper 

entry of outstanding shots this year with 245 entries, shortlisted with 

extreme difficulty to 83 .  We are extremely grateful to local 
photographer, Robert Morris, for his help in shortlis ting the entries again.  
 

The winners this year were:  
 

1st Prize ï John Smith, 2nd Prize ï Tom Storey, 3rd Prize ï Simon Beynon, 

Best Villager ï Peter Reed.  
 

  

 
 

1st  Prize ï John Smith  

 
 

Best Villager ï Peter Reed  

 

The Parish Council Award went to Rebecca Parker for 

her view down Waterloo Road. 
 

In the ñBest Picture ofò categories, winners were: 
 

Holy Trinity Church ï Phil Sutcliffe, Heights of Abraham 

ï Dhaneesha Senaratne, Illuminations ï Jackie 
Goodwin, Masson Mills ï Steve Watson,    óA Hidden 

Gemô ï Sophie Williams, Heritage ï Sean Barnett, New 
Bath Hotel ï Peter Keeble. 

 

  
 

Parish Council Award ï Rebecca Parker  
 
  

 

In the Young Photographer category, Emma Handley won 1st 
Prize.  The Junior Photographer category was won by Evie 

Ferris. 
 

This year we invited all winners to an Award Ceremony held 
on 2nd November.  Prizes were presented by Andrew Pugh, 

Managing Director of The Heights of Abraham, who 

sponsored the evening.  He commented on the high 
standard of all the prize winners and the work was a 

wonderful reflection on our  village.   
 

 
 

Some of our Photography Winners  

All those attending enjoyed a light buffet and many 
commented on how much they relished the 

competition experience.    
 

All winners from both competitions are listed above but 
we would like to extend our thanks to all those who 

entered both competitions.   
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to all our 
sponsors ï Holy Trinity Church, Derbyshire Dales 

District Council (Illuminations) and in particular The Sir 

Richard Arkwrightôs Masson Mills and The Heights of 
Abraham.  In addition, our thanks go to The New Bath 

Hotel who hosted the presentation ceremony. 
 

We will be soon making arrangements for the 2018 Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions so why not start to 
think about entering?  Our village looks stunning all year round, so how about capturing its beauty or character on 

canvas, in a textile piece or perhaps through a camera lens?   
 

There are prizes on offer for all age groups ï check out our website for details in the New Year.  
 

To see all of the entries in both competitions, including the winning entries , log on to our website ï 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and follow the links from the home page.  
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Where are the Fish???  

 

 
 

 

So many residents and visitors contacted us in the summer about the fish 
missing from the Fishpond.  As a result the matter was discussed at our 

September Parish Council meeting.  After the meeting, the Parish Council 
contacted Brian Newton owner of the Aquarium to see if he had any spare fish 

to replenish the Fishpond.  He did not, but thought that to have fish in the 
Fishpond was important for the village so agreed to purchase some.  A big 

thank you to Brian for his philanthropic act and hopefully the new inhabitants 

will enjoy a long and peaceful life in their new home and give pleasure to the 
many residents and visitors who obviously enjoy their visits  gazing into the 

waters of the pond. 
 

Winter Service Scheme  
 

Itôs not too late to sign up as a volunteer for the Winter Service Scheme.  You may recall that the Parish Council is part 

of a scheme operated by Derbyshire County Council called the Winter Service Scheme.  This scheme requires 

volunteers to help keep clear footpaths in snowy weather.  DCC provides the Parish Council with bags of salt for the 
volunteers to use.   
 

Cllr Michael Wilderspin has again agreed to act as Snow Warden this year and will distribute salt to those volunteers 

who sign up and co-ordinate the clearing of snow and ice on pavements with the volunteers.  
 

We do know of many residents in the village who already clear pavements in the inclement weather but by 
participating in this scheme will allow the grit in the yellow bins dotted around the vill age to be used on the highway 

and therefore reducing the cost to the Council.  
 

Can we also stress to residents that the grit provided in the yellow bins should only be used for the highway and not 

private driveways.  If you wish to grit your own private dr ive, bags of grit/salt can be purchased locally at a reasonable 
cost. 
 

Volunteers who clear snow and ice will be required to complete a fit to participate form.  You still have time to sign up 

so if you would like to volunteer to clear the pavements near you, please contact the Clerk ï 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07914 420545. 
 
 

Matlock Bath Macmillan 
Coffee Morning   

 
 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone 
who helped, baked and or donated to make our first 

Matlock Bath Macmillan Coffee morning a huge 

success.  What a turnout we had on the day even 
though the weather was grey & wet it did not stop 

you all coming.  We estimated around 70 people 
came to have a cuppa, eat cake and donate 

throughout  the morning which was fantastic.  If you 

did not manage to catch our Facebook 
announcements, we raised an incredible £1520.92.  

 
Thanks again it was more than we could have ever 

have imagined.  We are hoping we will be able to do 

it again next year and make i t an even bigger annual 
event in the village.  

 
Zoe & Chris Hodgkinsons Hotel  

Paula & Shaun Ashdale Guesthouse  
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District Councillor Report  ï Cllr Garry Purdy   
  

Yet another year draws to an end and the usual 
comments of where has the time gone can be 

heard.  Compared to the two previous years it 
has been more settled, except with the 

blockage problem experienced at the newly 

furbished Memorial Gardens toilets.  It does 
appear that the building is jinxed. When it was 

first erected in circa 1910, the builders had to 
be pulled back quickly because of certain 

problems. It has certainly given us enough of a 

headache over the past few years. 
 

The Illuminations went off without too m uch 
trauma this year. We will learn more no doubt 

at the wash up meeting at the Fishpond on 28 th 
November. 
 

Our appreciation to Brian Newton of Matlock 

Bath Aquarium for helping with a supply of 
goldfish and carp to replenish the Fishpond, 

Matlock Bath. Following a problem with the 

water supply to the Fishpond, our staff had to 
remove the fish several months ago and 

relocate them in the central pond in Derwent 
Gardens. Following several complaints that the 

fish had not been returned , we chased having 

them returned, only to be informed that it was 
difficult to catch them!  
 

The Authority eventually replaced some of the 

fish with new stock, but  very small when 
compared to the specimens removed.   So 

thank you Brian. 
 

We continue to assist and support the Parish 
Council and Matlock Bath Development 

Association in their combined efforts to take the 

village forward following on from the survey 
conducted by Derby University Students and 

the subsequent report by Dr Sarah Rawlinson.  
Such progress is reported elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. 

 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 

Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

  

  

Act of Remembrance 2017  
 
 

 

On Sunday afternoon 12th November, local residents and some visitors gathered in the Memorial Gardens for the Act of 
Remembrance.  We were joined by cornet player, Matthew Heywood, a member of the Masson Mills Band, who 

provided the music.   
 

Mike Greenan and Charles Beresford read the names of the fallen and then wreaths were placed ï Lt Cdr Christopher 
Bowmer laid a wreath on behalf of the village and Noah and Reuben Whitehead laid a wreath on behalf of the children 

of the village.  Kevin Butterfield kindly read  the Exhortation, Commitment and Dedication.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



The Shufflersô News ï Jonathan Keay  
 

The featured run in this article is a more challenging local route (it involves going up and down ï lots).  It is exactly a 10 

mile trip from the New Bath Hotel and back again.  Some amazing sights along the way.  The first few miles are pretty 

challenging ï uphill to the Sherwood Foresters Regiment Memorial in Crich. 
 

This will be the last running article for a while ï Iôm in discussions with the Parish Council for something a bit different 
next time ï watch this space! 

 
Run #7 -  óCrich and backô  

  

1 New  Bath Hotel   
 

   

 2 Cromford Mill   3 Lea Bridge   4 Crich Tramway  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

5 Crich Memorial  6 Whatstandwell  7 Cromford Canal  8 New Bath Hotel  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The route from Crich over to Whatstandwell is off -road, a little tricky to find, but exciting ï if you would like to do the 
run with me please get in touch.  

 
Contact Details: Jonathan Keay/e-mail: jonathanjameskeay@googlemail.com  
 

The Great War ï Life in óThe Bathô Project   

 

 

 

Only one year late after many hold ups beyond our control, 
the current WW1 HLF funded project has been completed 

and all the necessary paperwork filed and submitted to our 

funders. The display in the Memorial Shelter looks 
impressive and is illuminated during the evening courtesy 

of our hosts Derbyshire Dales District Council.  The crest at 
the top of the display is that of Matlock Bath Urban District 

Council who were the local government agency during that 

period and who in fact build the Memorial Shelter and 
other public buildings in the village. All the feedback so far 

has been very positive and the project team are keen to  
build on this success. 
 

All the work has been recorded electronically and is available to see on line at our website ï 

www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   This includes the work displayed in the Memorial Shelter. 

Problems on the Highway  

 

 

 
If you see problems on the public highway, be it a faulty street light, pothole, empty grit 

bin, dangerous pavement etc, please report it immediately.  You can do this on line at 

https://goo.gl/6vk9go  or ring Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190.  I t will not be fixed if it is 
not reported.  

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://goo.gl/6vk9go


Dog Fouling!   

  

 
 

  

The Parish Council has received a sharp increase in reports of dog fouling on both pavements 
and in public parks and open spaces. It is clear from these reports that some of the offending 

owners are local to the area. Allowing your dog to foul on open spaces and failing to clear it up 
is irresponsible, highly unpleasant and also potentially dangerous . Dog faeces carry many 

germs. A child who plays where a dog has fouled can pick up germs which lead to illness. In 

extreme cases this may result in blindness. It is anti -social  - dog mess is offensive to look at. 
We have all at some time, had to step carefully when walking along the pavement and had the 

obnoxious experience of actually treading in this mess. 
 

Derbyshire Dales District Council who have the responsibility for dealing with the problem have a webpage where you 
can find out information on both how to report incidents (and hopefully get it cleaned up) and rules concerning dog s in 

our public parks such as Derwent Gardens and Lovers Walk.  In these areas all dogs should be kept on a lead.  There 

are some areas where dogs are not permitted.  The link to this page is https://goo.gl/ZT3vbR   You can also call the 
department at the Town Hall on 01629 761318 .  Will all dog owners please take responsibility for the animals and 

ensure that they clean up when incidents happen.   
 

Seniors Christmas Lunch  
 

 

 

On Friday 1st December at The New Bath Hotel, the Parish Council hosted 

its Seniorsô Christmas lunch for 50 residents of the village.  They all 
enjoyed an excellent 3 course lunch with coffee and mince pies.  It was 

also a chance for many of the residents of the village to catch up on news 
and reminisce.  We were also joined for the first time by some residents 

from Masson House Care Home. 

 
If you attended the lunch, please let us have your feedback in order for us 

to plan for next year.  
 

 

Hidden Gems  
 
In our annual Pro Loco Photography Competition, we now have a category we call ñA Hidden 

Gem of Matlock Bathò.  Who better to know the hidden gems of our village than us, the 

residents.  I thought it would be really interesting if you could let us know what you think 
our óhidden gemsô are, with a photogr aph if possible.  We can then put these in fu ture 

editions of our Newsletter but also use these in our material to show that there is more to 
our village than a road, a river and the Parades. 

 

I will start the ball rolling with an autumnal photogr aph.  Answer to its location at the end of 
the Newsletter. 

 

 

Christmas and New Year Waste & R ecycling Collections  

 

Your Christmas and New Year waste and recycling collections are straightforward this year ï all collections in the two 
weeks after Christmas Day are ONE DAY later than usual.  Therefore if your collection is on a Tuesday, the collect ion 

days over the holiday period will be Wednesday 27th December and Wednesday 3rd January. 
 

Make sure your household waste is contained in your grey bin or in black bags (i f you are on a sack collection).  Any 
excess recycling should be placed at the side of your recycling container making sure it is easily identifiable as recycling 

material and suitably contained.   
 

Recycle your real Christmas Tree.  Place at edge of your property on your green/recycling day between Monday 8 th 

January and Friday 2nd February.  Trees no longer than 5ft.  Remove decorations and pot.  
 

For more information log on to www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk  
 
 

https://goo.gl/ZT3vbR
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